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Over the past two years awareness of, and interest in, ‘knife crime and serious violence’ has increased. Concerns have been raised that incidences of knife crime involving children and young people have gone up. 
This briefing explores the current picture in Oxfordshire, key themes and local response.
Key messages for children and schools
	The Law
It is illegal to:
· Be in possession of a knife / bladed article on school premises

· Be in possession of an offensive weapon without lawful authority or excuse in any public place

· Threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises

	Facts on Knife Crime in Oxfordshire 
Media reporting on knife crime in the UK has been criticised for causing unnecessary levels of fear in young people and alienating young people in some communities. Whilst it is frightening to hear about gangs and knife crime in the media, it is important to understand what the risks and responses are locally. 

From Jan 2017 to Jan 2020, there were 17 incidences recorded in Oxfordshire where a child under-18 was in possession of a knife / bladed article on school premises.
In the same period, there were 2 incidences recorded where a child under-18 threatened someone with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises (See Appendix A for further details).

	What you should do:
Children

If someone tells you they have a knife / weapon or shows it to you:

· Get away from the person quickly and quietly
· Tell an adult you trust as soon as you can safely do so. If you can't find a teacher, parent or other adult, call 999
For further information and advice on what to do if you are concerned you or your friends are involved in knife crime or are getting into trouble, visit the Childline or OXME websites 
Schools
To assist in managing incidences where pupils are believed to be carrying offensive weapons (including knives) on school premises, OFSTED recommends that schools should: 

· have suitable policies and procedures in place for managing the possession of offensive weapons

· report all incidents to the police, as appropriate

· work with police neighbourhood teams/school liaison officers, and the Youth Offending Service to link in with preventative work
Schools should refer to the NPCC’s, When to call the police: Guidance for Schools and Colleges.



	Contextual Safeguarding

As young people grow and develop, they are influenced by a range of environments and people outside their family and home setting.  Children and young people may encounter risk in the local community, in their peer groups, in school or college, and / or online.  

Contextual safeguarding looks at how we can best understand these risks and engage with children and young people, by working together with other practitioners, parents, families, and others in the community. 

Speaking to children and young people themselves, spending time listening to what they're saying about their local area and communities, and building up trust, will help you to better understand any potential risks and to take appropriate action when children are not safe. 

Keeping Children Safe in Education, Sept 2019 includes guidance on the contextual safeguarding approach. 
For further information, research and resources visit the Contextual Safeguarding Network website.  



	Understanding that children are safer in school

Whilst we recognise the need to take firm action against those who pose a risk to others, it is also recognised that children are safer in schools.  If a child is being exploited or is at risk of exploitation, exclusion may increase their risk through reduced supervision and increased exposure to harmful people in the community.
Early intervention and partnership working are key to effectively safeguarding children at risk due to exploitation, gangs and violence. Use the Child Exploitation Screening Tool to help identify possible risks of exploitation where you have related concerned about a child. 

Is everyone involved that needs to be? Have you spoken to your local police team or school liaison officer, the MASH or LCSS. Have you considered the Community Around the School Offer?


	Wider concerns about those at risk of Child Criminal Exploitation 

It is understood that between 60-80% of all children and young people who have been involved in Knife Crime locally are known to police. Generally, those involved in the most serious Knife Crime offences are also known as those at risk of Child Criminal Exploitation, including involvement in drug supply.

Safeguarding Children at Risk of Exploitation sets out the partnership response and provisions for the effective safeguarding of all children being or at risk of exploitation, in Oxfordshire. 




Further guidance and research

Appendix A: Knife Crime in Oxfordshire
There is a specific offence for possession of a knife and bladed article on school premises. Between January 2017 and January 2020, there have been 17 crimes recorded where the suspect is under-18:

	Local Policing Area
	Number of Crimes

	Oxford
	10

	Cherwell and West
	4

	South and Vale 
	3


A separate crime exists for “threaten with a blade or sharply pointed article on school premises”. Between January 2017 and January 2020, there have been 2 crimes recorded where the suspect is under-18:

	Local Policing Area 
	Number of Crimes

	Oxford
	1

	Cherwell and West
	1

	South and Vale 
	0


A further search was carried out to identify any additional crimes that may have involved a knife, that have occurred on or near an Oxfordshire school within the past two years. An additional 28 crimes were identified, with the following crime classifications:

	Classification 
	No. of Crimes

	Common Assault & Battery 
	11

	Possession of blade/article in public place
	4 

	Possession of other offensive weapon on school premises
	4

	Assault occasioning Actual Bodily Harm
	3

	Other 
	6


Officers dealing with these crimes have a number of different options (known as outcomes) available when it comes to determining what happens with the suspect/offender. Of those where a positive outcome was reached:

	15 were dealt with under the Safer Schools Partnership 5 received a Youth Restorative Disposal (YRD)



	4 received a Youth Conditional Caution 2 were charged with a criminal offence



	15 were dealt with under the Safer Schools Partnership 5 received a Youth Restorative Disposal (YRD)



	4 received a Youth Conditional Caution 2 were charged with a criminal offence




Background


The July 2019 OSCB Business Group Meeting heard a presentation on the common picture of knife crime in Oxfordshire. Concerns were highlighted that locally there is a ‘fear’ of knife crime and children are carrying knives because they are afraid. 





The Safeguarding in Education subgroup were tasked with supporting OSCB partners to form a position on knife crime, clarify what the key messages were for children and schools and ensure that work was undertaken with schools on what safeguarding action should be taken regarding knives in school





The SiE Subgroup set up a Task and Finish group in November 2019 in order to develop:


1.	The key messages for children 


2.	The key messages for schools on what safeguarding action should be taken regarding knives in school








Use a � HYPERLINK "https://www.oscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Single-and-Multi-Agency-Chronology-Practice-Guidance-1-1.pdf" ��chronology� to record events, emerging needs and risks in a child’s life, and flag when a multi-agency response may be required.








 





Follow the � HYPERLINK "https://www.oscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/The-Seven-Golden-Rules-for-Info-Sharing.pdf" ��Seven Golden Rules for Information Sharing�. 








If you have immediate concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing, 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.oscb.org.uk/concerned-about-a-child/" ��REPORT IT�.


If unsure, speak to your Designated Safeguarding Lead for advice. 
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